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I. Course Description 
Algebra 1 establishes the foundation for all future math courses. This course is designed to prepare students for continued 
studies in advanced mathematics and to achieve success in college.  The goals of this course are to help students develop 
their abilities to explore and solve mathematical problems, think critically, work cooperatively with others and 
communicate clearly.  The content taught in this course is mandated by the South Carolina State Standards for Algebra 1. 
 Students will be required to take a state End of Course Algebra test that will count 20% of the final course grade.   
 

II. Instructional Goals 
The content emphasizes the development of algebraic skills by first analyzing patterns numerically and graphically.  
Individual and cooperative learning will also be integrated into the instructional organization of this class as the students 
explore real life situations and model data with algebra.  Both the content and methodologies used in this course are 
designed to successfully prepare students for the South Carolina’s state mandated Algebra 1 End of Course Test.  
Technology will be used as a tool to facilitate learning mathematics.   
 

III. Textbook – South Carolina Glencoe Algebra 1 
 

IV. Online Textbook connected.mcgraw-hill.com (login info will be given in class) 

   
V.  Instructional Organization 
      Lecture, group work, homework and guided practice will be used regularly. Use of graphing calculators (TI – 83 Plus) will 

be           integrated into the curriculum.  Students will have access to class notes, handouts, presentations, and warm-ups 
through     

      Goggle Classroom. 

  
VI. Course Grading Policies, Assessments, & Procedures 

a. Assessments will include homework, announced or unannounced quizzes, classwork, and tests. All tests, quizzes 
and homework must be completed in pencil. 

b. Per district policy, grades are entered as either major or minor. The distribution is 50/50. Major = 50% and Minor = 50% of 
the overall grade. Examples of major grades are tests and projects. Minor grades will be quizzes, classwork and homework.  

c. Per district policy there are 3 minor grades for every 1 major grade. Quarter requirements at minimum are: 9 minor grades 
and 3 major grades. 

d. Algebra I is a high school course offered in 8th grade to those that qualify. At the end of the course, students will take an 
“End of Course” Exam. Again, this exam will count as 20% of the yearly grade.  

e. Homework will be checked daily.  It should be labeled with the student’s name, date, class number in the upper 
right-hand corner and a title across the top line. No credit will be given unless the problem is copied and all 
necessary work is shown. Don’t leave a problem blank. Make an attempt at solving each problem.   

f. CoreBites (CB) or daily warm-ups, are expected to be completed at the beginning of class.  After 10 days of CB, 
students will be given a test on those which will count as a major grade. 

g. Any failed assignment may be corrected and/or completed to receive a maximum grade of a 60%. The 
corrections/completion need to be done a separate sheet of paper and both papers stapled and resubmitted. 

h. All students are eligible to re-take one major grade per quarter (except for CoreBites).  The new grade, if higher, 
will replace the original grade.  

 

VII. Major Curricular Topics  
Unit 1: Expressions and Functions    Unit 2: Linear Equations  
Unit 3: Linear and Nonlinear Functions    Unit 4: Equations of Linear Functions 
Unit 5: Linear Inequalities      Unit 6: Systems of Linear Equations and 
Inequalities  
Unit 7: Exponents and Exponential Functions   Unit 8: Polynomials 
Unit 9: Quadratic Functions and Equations   Unit 10: Statistics 
  

mailto:brian.seymour@kcsdschools.net
https://ed.sc.gov/scdoe/assets/File/tests/high/eocep/2015-16-Print-SCCCR-Algebra1Stands.pdf
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VIII. Absences and Make-Up Policies  
Students are encouraged to attend school regularly. If, however, a student must be absent from school for any reason, it 
is his/her responsibility to make up all work missed. Being absent does not exempt you from assignments. In the event 
that you have missed a test or quiz, you will need to make arrangements to make this up during tutoring hours.  

 

IX. Suggestions for Success 
Students should be present regularly, attentive in class, proficient in homework assignments, and should seek extra help 
when needed. Students are encouraged to take notes and copy all examples during class; ask questions during class; keep 
all handouts, notes, and assignments in order by date in their notebook; and attend academic assistance. Students are 
encouraged to study class notes each night and be well prepared for each class period. When studying for a test, 
students should practice problems from their notes, classroom examples and homework.   

 
X. Academic Assistance 
 Additional help is available after school on Tuesdays from 3pm until 4pm.  

               

XI. Classroom Expectations 
a.  Materials Needed: Math folder with pockets and brads, loose-leaf notebook paper, graph paper, pencil, eraser,  
graphing calculator. Students attempting to augment the capabilities of their graphing calculators in any way other than 
for the purpose of upgrading features as permitted by the teacher will be considered to be cheating. 
b.  Parents, as a way for you to keep track of your child’s progress in class, you are encouraged to check Parent-Portal. 
c.  I believe all students can and should behave appropriately in class.  I will not tolerate any student preventing me   
from teaching and/or any student from learning.  In order to guarantee your child and all the students in this class the 
best learning environment, I will be utilizing the following Discipline Plan.  

 
Class rules: 
1. Bring all required materials to class every day. 
2. Be in your seat with your materials out when the tardy bell rings. Stay seated and on task. 
3. Keep your hands, feet, and objects to yourself. 
4. Listen and follow directions the first time. 
5. Respect everyone in the room: yourself, other students, teachers, and visitors. 
6. Treat all school property and equipment properly.   
7. Follow school rules and policies as stated in the student handbook. 

 
         Consequences: 

Initial misbehavior will result in a verbal warning from the teacher.  Failure to correct the misbehavior          
will result in one of the actions listed below: 
1. Warning 
2. Level 1 Parent Contact/Conference with the student 
3. Level 1 Parent Contact/Lunch Detention/Reflection Card 
4. Level 1 Parent Contact/2 Lunch Detentions/Reflection Card 
5. Level 1 Parent Conference/2 Lunch Detentions/Reflection Card 
6. Level 2 Administrative Phase 

                    ** Any instance of severe disruption of class or misbehavior will result in the student’s immediate                             
         disciplinary referral (Level 2) to the principal. 
 

XII. Technology 
Students are expected to use school technology responsibly and follow rules included in the Acceptable Use Agreement.  

 Students should not use devices assigned to other students. Teacher will clearly indicate when students may use and not use  
their devices. Students are responsible for their own devices and should keep them secured at school and off campus.         

 
XIII. Communication 

a. All students should use district issued email accounts for communicating with teachers. 
b. Students should regularly check Google Classroom.  

 
  XIV.  Syllabus Acknowledgement and Information Sheet 

Attached is a student information sheet. Please take time to read and discuss the syllabus and discipline plan with your 
child, then sign and return the attached form. 

https://drive.google.com/a/lexrich5.org/file/d/0B2uSApKgRBe0djdLYXplTjhkbTg/view


Syllabus Acknowledgement and Information Sheet 
Mr. Brian Seymour – Algebra 1       

 
 
I have read the syllabus and thoroughly understand with great detail the expectations, rules, and procedures that are 
expected of me as a student enrolled in this course. I understand that the state and common core standards are 
posted on your website and hard copies are available upon request.  Moreover, I have read and agree to abide by the 
tenants set forth in the honor code policy. I realize that I am responsible for all rules, regulations, procedures, and 
course requirements set forth in all classes, the student agenda, and the district policy manual, and I will be held 
accountable for the contents of this class and supporting documents.   
 

Student Name (Print): ___________________________________  
 
 

Student Signature: ______________________________________  Date: ___________ 
 
 
“I have read thoroughly the contents of this syllabus and discussed with my child the expectations of him/her in this 
course.”  
 
 

Parent/Guardian Name (Print): ____________________________  
 
 

Parent/Guardian Signature: _______________________________  Date: ___________ 
 
 

Parent Contact Information 
 

Name of PRIMARY Parent/Guardian Contact: _____________________________________________ 
         FIRST   LAST 

Daytime Phone Number: ______________________ 

Cell Phone Number:  ______________________                      

Email Address:  ____________________________________________________________ 
(Please Print Legibly)  
 
 
Name of SECONDARY Parent/Guardian Contact: __________________________________________ 

          FIRST   LAST 

Daytime Phone Number: ______________________ 

Cell Phone Number:  ______________________                      

Email Address:  ____________________________________________________________ 
(Please Print Legibly)  

 
 
 
Special note:  
The best way to contact me is through email. I read mine every day and will reply as soon as possible.   

 


